Course

English for Advanced Communication Skills: Michaelmas, Hilary and Trinity Terms 

Tutors
Deborah Mason and Amanda Jeffries
Language Level

Entrance level: C1. Exit level: C2 

Course Content

This is a three-term listening and speaking course, which students can join in any term as places become available. It will focus on:

· developing conversational fluency e.g. introductions and social situations in a university context / small talk / responding to invitations
· describing and discussing research / current  course of study / educational background
· asking questions and giving opinions e.g. in discussions and debates

· developing intercultural awareness e.g. focusing on cultural knowledge as an aid to understanding both written and oral texts

· developing an understanding of British humour and its role in communication
· developing skills of narration: e.g. listening to and telling anecdotes

· expanding colloquial and more formal vocabulary: developing awareness of register and making choices between vague language and precise language
· improving pronunciation through class exercises and self-study 

· developing techniques for improving listening comprehension through the use of various media 
· improving grammatical accuracy

The course is flexible and will be adjusted to meet the group's needs at each stage. Different topics will be addressed each term but the skills focus will be the same. There may be some optional written homework for the purposes of consolidation or preparation for the next class, but the focus of this class is not on writing. 
Learning outcomes

By the end of the year, students should have an awareness of how to respond naturally in certain social situations and be able to function easily as members of the academic community. They should have learnt some new vocabulary related to British culture and current affairs and be aware of how cultural knowledge can help in understanding the language. They should also be able to ask a variety of different questions with accuracy, and be able to respond with appropriate vagueness or directness. Listening comprehension activities will focus on how to listen for gist and detail. Grammar will be covered as needed: a review of tenses and work on articles and prepositions is possible depending on the needs of the students in the class. 

Course text

There is no course book. Students will be given photocopied handouts when needed in class, and will be encouraged to use the resources of the library.
