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After three terms, upon regular attendance, students should be able to perform at level A2 of the Common European Framework for Languages (Reading comprehension).
Course Content

The course aims at improving the students’ ability to read in French. 

The type and difficulty of texts will increase steadily. At the beginning of the academic year, specially simplified texts will be used, progressing to articles from French or Francophone newspapers/magazines, Internet publications and extracts from literary works.

Students will also be given the opportunity to bring their own texts for reading in class.  

For each text a vocabulary list is given with the key words underlined and students are asked to learn this vocabulary. This enables the students to build up their range of vocabulary. 

Phonetics will also be introduced to enable the students to read aloud.

There is also a grammatical introduction in each class and explanations are given for any problematic grammar point met in the text. Students are also given more exercises as homework. These are optional. Please note however that we will usually not check these exercises together in class, but your tutor will correct them. 

Grammar: 

· Michaelmas term: the present tense for regular verbs (in –er & -ir) and most used irregular ones, reflexive verbs, articles, agreement for adjectives, interrogative and negative forms, prepositions with locations; an introduction to the passé composé.
· Hilary term: the possessives & demonstratives, more complex negative forms, comparisons, adverbs, the past tenses (passé composé & imperfect), prepositions with time (for, since, ago…).
· Trinity Term: direct and indirect pronouns, the past historic, the passive form, simple clauses, the future tenses and the conditional, an introduction to the subjunctive mood.  
Learning outcomes

After three terms, students will have become more familiar with grammatical structures and will have built up a useful range of relevant vocabulary. Their pronunciation should also have improved through reading aloud and they will gradually understand more complex texts with the help of a dictionary. 

Course material

There is no course book. 

Students will be given photocopied handouts and will be encouraged to use the resources of the library.






