University of Oxford Language Centre

German Reading Classes


Entry Levels German Reading Classes

	Your German
	Recommended course
	How you can prepare and test yourself

	IF you have no previous German whatsoever
	Go to Beginners Less Intensive Reading


	

	IF you have no previous German whatsoever

AND have a good foundation in (English) grammar terminology or have learned other languages

AND are prepared to spend an additional two hours per week on German
	Go to Beginners Intensive Reading


	

	IF you have some knowledge of German, e.g. can say your name, are vaguely aware of articles, cases & genders


	Join Beginners Less Intensive after week IV
	Work through weeks II-IV of the German Less Intensive Reading Beginners MT Course Plan

	IF you have some knowledge of German, e.g. can say your name, are vaguely aware of articles, cases & genders in German

AND have a good foundation in (English) grammar terminology or have learned other languages

AND are prepared to spend an additional two hours per week on German
	Join Beginners Intensive after week III 
	Work through weeks II-III of the German Intensive Reading Beginners MT Course Plan

	IF you have some knowledge of German,

e.g. can say your name, are vaguely aware of articles, cases & genders 

BUT cannot commit yourself to regular attendance 

AND are happier working at your own speed


	Go to Beginners Translation workshop
(weeks II - IV it is a taught class and identical to Intensive and Less Intensive, see MT Course Plans), 
from week V workshop with independent work on own material and tutor monitoring and promoting progress
	

	if you know the Functional Words AND know

cognates, compound nouns, contractions, articles, genders, cases , weak m. nouns, personal pronouns,

weak & strong verbs (principal parts of verbs), present tense, past tense, auxiliary verbs, modal auxiliaries , present & past participles 

possessives, adjectives in predicate & before nouns, interrogatives, conjunctions, extended adjectives
main & dependant clauses

word-order 

AND IF you are prepared to spend an additional two hours per week on German
	Join Intensive Reading after Christmas 


	Work through German Intensive Reading Beginners MT Course Plan


	IF you know basic German grammar (s.a.) and need to practice it AND IF you have a vocabulary of about 1000 words and need to practice irregular verbs 

AND IF you have done a German Reading Course of at least 36hs or a General German Course of at least 48 hs
	Go to Lower Intermediate

	level A (Easy Reader*) with ease

level B, looking up fewer than 1 in 5 words.

revise Functional Words, Irregular Verbs
 and Grammar for Reading German


	IF you know basic German grammar (s.a.) and need to practice it  AND IF you have a vocabulary of about 1500 words and almost know all  irregular verbs AND IF you have done a German Reading Course of at least 44 hs or a General German Course of  at least 64 hs


	Join Lower Intermediate Reading after week IV HT 
	Levels A& B with ease, 
level C, looking up fewer than 1 in 5 words
revise Functional Words, Irregular Verbs
 and Grammar for Reading German


	IF you know basic German grammar (s.a.) AND IF you know your irregular verbs and have a vocab of about 2000 words AND IF you have done a German Reading Course of at least 48 hs or a General German Course of at least 72 hs


	Go To Upper Intermediate
	level A - C with ease,

level D looking up fewer than 1 in 5 words

revise Functional Words, Irregular Verbs
 and Grammar for Reading German


	IF you feel ready to read and translate 20th Century German literature in the original (non simplified)
	Join Upper Intermediate Reading after week IV HT (February)
	level D with  ease

revise Functional Words, Irregular Verbs
 and Grammar for Reading German



	IF you don not fit into any of the categories above, or are not sure
	Go to Beginners Translation workshop
after week IV: workshop with independent work on own material with tutor monitoring and promoting progress
(weeks II - IV it is a taught class and identical to Intensive and Less Intensive),
	German Translation Workshop Beginners MT Course Plan

	IF you need to read a particular German work for your research AND have basic German
	Join Beginners Translation workshop from week V
	

	IF you are a Classicist AND

IF you have no previous German whatsoever

AND have a good foundation in (English) grammar terminology or have learned other languages

AND are prepared to spend an additional 2hours per week on German
	Go to German for Classicists 

(Beginners)
	

	IF you are a Classicists AND are familiar with German Grammar and basic vocabulary for history and research AND are prepared to spend an additional 2hours per week on German
	Go to German for Classicists (Intermediate)
	IF you can translate the article: Ratlose Erben: Die Erinnerung an die Antike und die Zukunft Europas
within one hour and with a dictionary


* Easy Readers are available in the Language Centre Library

