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Entry Levels German Speaking Classes

	Your German
	Suggested Level 
& Course Book
	How to test and prepare yourself

	IF you have no previous German whatsoever

AND have a good foundation in English grammar terminology or have learned other languages

AND are prepared to spend an additional 2hours per week on German
	Speaking Beginners 
German 1
Chapters 1-10
	On-line placement test score 0-6

	IF you have some knowledge of German, e.g. Can give personal details (name, address, age, marital status...) and name everyday objects and events (e.g. describing your daily activities) and use

the present tense. You are vaguely aware of articles, cases & genders, simple questions and answers, negation, möchte, hätte, wäre
	Speaking Near Beginners
Themen Aktuell 1, chapters 4-end
plus workbook
	On-line placement test score 7-12

	IF you are sure about present tense, aware of and need to practice perfect tense, word order, adjective endings, separable & inseparable verbs, imperative, personal pronouns, modal verbs

You understand the gist of basic conversations.

Can extract general information from simple texts.
	Speaking Lower Intermediate,
Themen Aktuell 2, chapters 1-5

plus workbook
	On-line placement test  score 13-23

	IF you know all the above and cases: Nom, Acc, Dat, are sure about present & present perfect tense (incl. use of haben & sein and past participle, aware of past tense and the passive, prepositions taking Acc & Dat, personal pronouns, adjective endings. You can identify ideas, information and opinion from different sources. Can express opinion on different topics although need to broaden vocabulary. Can produce correspondence to deal with work, studies or enquiries.
	Speaking Intermediate,
Themen Aktuell 2, chapters 6-end
plus workbook
	On-line placement test score 24-34

	IF you know all the above plus Genitive, verbs with prepositions & cases, reflexive verbs, modal verbs, aware of Subjunctive II, weak masculine nouns & adjectival nouns. You are able to understand conversations between native speakers with standard accents on most topics at normal speed. Can deal with texts and newspaper articles at high level with the help of a dictionary.  Can write short essays in German.
	Speaking Upper Intermediate,
em Neu, Brückenkurs,

Kurs- und Arbeitsbuch

	On-line placement test score 35-45



	If you are sure about present, present perfect, past tense, passive, declensions, basic usage of the German Konjunktiv II (subjunctive) have a vocabulary of 1500 – 2000* words, can cope with everyday situations. Are able to cope with TV programmes, films or radio reports without major difficulties.  Understand different German accents/variations
> and can actively participate in conversations by expressing clear views and arguments on a broad range of  topics (Culture, Politics, Social issues…). Must be prepared to analyse and discuss articles from main German newspapers and magazines (FAZ, Die Zeit, Der Spiegel) with occasional recourse to a dictionary.
	Speaking Advanced
Comparable to GI Mittelstufe

em Neu Hauptkurs, Kurs- und Arbeitsbuch
	On-line placement test score 46-50




For terminology, see: WebLearn
For vocabulary, see: List of top 1000 Words @ About.com
